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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0883 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

BANGKOK PLEASE PASS UDORN ELECTRICALLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, SWEL, LA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE FLOOD DISASTER IN LAOS 

1 . U.N, SOURCES IN VIENTIANE TELL US THAT THE LAO GOVERN- 
MENT HAS MADE AN APPEAL TO THE U.N, SYSTEM FOR HELP IN 
COPING WITH A POSSIBLE FLOOD DISASTER IN KHAMMOUANE AND 
SAVANNAKHET PROVINCES IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2. AS REPORTED IN VIENTIANE 870, THE CITY OF VIENTIANE WAS 
THREATENED BY HIGH WATER IN THE MEKONG RIVER AUGUST 14, 

15, AND 16. HOWEVER, THE LOCAL DIKE SYSTEM WAS NEVER 
BREACHED, AND ASIDE FROM SOME INCONVENIENCE TO THOSE LIVING 

IN HOUSES ALONG THE BANKS OF OF THE MEKONG, NO DAMAGE WAS DONE. 
THE RIVER LEVEL IS NOW DROPPING. 
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3. ACCORDING TO THE LAO GOVERNMENT, KHAMMOUANE AND 
SAVANNAKHET WERE MORE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED. THERE 
ARE REPORTEDLY NO PROTECTING DIKES, AND EXTENSIVE 
RICE-PRODUCING AREAS ARE SAID TO BE UNDER WATER. 
UNDP/VIENTIANE TELLS US THEY WILL BE ASKING THE U.N, 
DISASTER RELIEF AGENCY TO SEND ONE OR TWO EXPERTS 
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HERE TO ASSESS THE DAMAGE AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
AS TO WHAT KINDS AND WHAT AMOUNTS OF AID SHOULD BE 
SOUGHT FROM FOREIGN DONORS. 

4. OUR SOURCES REPORT THAT THE LAO OFFICIALS WITH WHOM THEY 
SPOKE WERE CLEARLY RATHER EMBARRASSED TO BE MAKING AN 
APPEAL FOR FLOOD AID SO SOON AFTER MAKING AN APPEAL 

FOR DROUGHT AID. 

5. FORUDORN, SINCE WE ARE RESTRICTED TO VIENTIANE AND 
UNABLE TO TRAVEL UPCOUNTRY, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING COPIES OF ANY REPORTS YOU MIGHT BE SUBMITTING 
ON FLOOD CONDITIONS ON YOUR SIDE OF THE RIVER AS WELL 
AS ANYTHING YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO SEE OR PICK UP ABOUT 
OUR SIDE. MANY THANKS. 

ROBERTS 
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